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The Nebraska Public Service Comm ssion (Comm ssion) opened
t he above-captioned docket, on its own notion, to adm nister the
Nebraska Internet Enhancenent Fund (NIEF) established by the
Legi sl ature pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. 88 86-579 through 86-580
(2002 Supp.). NNEF is to “be used to provide financial
assistance to install and deliver broadband or other advanced
tel ecommuni cations infrastructure and service throughout the
state.” § 86-579.

In furtherance of its statutory duty to “establish an
application process through which any county or nunicipality in
the state may apply for financial assistance from [the Fund],”
the Conm ssion staff, with the assistance of the N EF Advisory
Board?, (Board) opened a grant application period in 2004 and
awarded five grants. Wth the initial 2004 round of grant
progranms all conpl et ed, the Comm ssion staff, wth the
assi stance of the Board has evaluated the grant process fromthe
2004 grant period and is prepared to recomend that a second
grant application period be opened. In furtherance of that
goal, Conmm ssion staff and the Board nodified the previously
drafted grant docunents including the Program Description and
Grant Application CGuidelines, Pre-Application Form Application
Form and Scoring Sheet and G ant Agreenent. Copi es of these
docunents are attached hereto as Exhibits A B, C and D
respectively.

The N EF Advisory Board has reviewed the above-nentioned
nodi fi ed docunents and recommends that the Conm ssion approve
and adopt them for use in adm nistering the 2006 round of G ant
Appl i cations and Awards fromthe Fund.

! Established pursuant to Title 291 Chapter 5 of the Nebraska Adm nistrative
Code, Section 6. 15.
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The N EF Advisory Board further recommends that the
Comm ssion  adopt the following schedule for the grant
application period:

June 1, 2006: The Pre-Application period opens.

Septenber 1, 2006: The Pre-Application period ends. Al
Pre- Applications nust be submtted to
the Comm ssion no later than 5:00 p. m

Sept enber 15, 2006: The Application period opens. Approved
Pre-Applicants wll be notified and
asked to submt a full application.

Novenber 15, 2006: The Application period ends. Al |
Applications nust be submtted to the
Comm ssion no later than 5:00 p.m

The Advisory Board will then evaluate all Applications and
submt its reconmmendation to the Conm ssion as soon as possible.
The Commi ssion anticipates announcing the recipients of the
grants in January 2007.

ORDER
I T IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the Program Description and
Grant Application CGuidelines, Pre-Application Form Application
Form and Scoring Sheet and Gant Agreenent are approved as
nodi fied and adopted for use in admnistering the Fund for a
2006 round of Grant Applications and awards.

| T IS FURTHER ORDERED that the recommended schedule for the
grant application period as described herein is adopted.

MADE AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 31% day of My,
2006.

NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SS| ON
COW SS|I ONERS CONCURRI NG
Vi ce Chai r man

ATTEST:

Deputy Director



